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hand in the Far East, and Eussia might try to cede a por-
tion of China to Japan as a war indemnity, instead of part-
ing with the island of Saghalien. The previous destruction
of the German navy undoubtedly would be welcomed by
these powers.

"As regards a conference to be held in Morocco, the
British Government has asked for time to consider the
question. The Emperor feels sure that if you could give
a hint now in London and in Paris that, all things put to-
gether, you would consider a conference as the most satis-
factory means to bring the Morocco question to a peaceful
solution, you would render the peace of the world another
great service, without encountering any risk. In case you
should not feel inclined to take this step the Emperor be-
lieves that your influence could prevent England from join-
ing a Franco-German war, started by the aggressive policy
of France in Morocco.

"As to the present attitude in France towards the Mo-
rocco question a marked change is noticeable since the re-
tirement of Mr. Delcasse. Voices are now heard which
consider a conference not only as the most legal, but also
as the safest way to clear a situation which has been cre-
ated by the reckless statesmanship of Mr. Delcasse."

It really did look as if there might be a war, and I felt in
honor bound to try to prevent the war if I could, in the
first place, because I should have felt such a war to be a
real calamity to civilization; and in the next place, as I
was already trying to bring about peace between Eussia
and Japan, I felt that a new conflict might result in what
would literally be a world-conflagration; and finally, for
the sake of France. Accordingly, I took active hold of the
matter with both Speck and Jusserand, and after a series
of communications with the French Government, through
Jusserand, got things temporarily straightened up. ' Jus-
serand repeated to his government substantially just what
I said. I told him that as chief of state I could not let
America do anything quixotic, but that I had a real senti-